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Well, Happy Tax Day. We hope you all have your returns going out on 
this date--at the latest. Let's hope by this time next year there will 
be a good tax program available for the QL. The machine has finally 
been out long enough in this country so that "American” software is 
being introduced. War In The East is now out and we have it in stock. 
Concept 3D is due out by the end of this month we hope. 


Obviously the big story this issue is the “sale” of Sinclair Research 
to Amstrad Electronics PLC, a company that until mid-1984 did not 
even make computers. They sold 200,000 units in the last six months of 


1984 and finished 1985 with sales of a whopping 750,000 units. Their 


first computer, the CPC464, was Z30 based but gave the consumer a 
total package consisting of keyboard, monitor and a built-in tape 
recorder. Their next model, the CPC664 was released in April 1985 and 


featured a built-in disk drive (3"). With only 64k of memory it stands 
at this point in time as the firm’s only failure and was replaced 
almost immediately with the CPC6128, which had 128k of memory in 
addition to the built-in drive. The machine also featured CP/M 3.1 


Amstrad began selling the CPC6128C in this country last November. So 
far it has not done well here, although certain bundles, as advertised 
in the Wall Street Journal before Christmas were attractive. For $799 
they offered the computer, monitor and WORDSTAR. The 3” disk drive in 
this country is a disadvantage for now- 3” disks are very hard to find 
and cost as much as $49.95 for a box of 10. As we reported last month, 
they only format 360 sectors per side and unlike 5 1/4” DSDD density 
disks, you have to format both sides. 


Amstrad’s newest machine is the PCW8256, a complete word processor 
package, still using 8 bit technology but equipped with 256k, of which 
112k is available as ramdisk. The printer included with the system is 
FX80 compatible, 20cps in letter quality, 90cps in draft. And, CP/MSO 
is built in. .So you can run WORDSTAR, DBASE II, and a host of other 
prograns available on this format. 


The official press release on April 7th was as follows: 


MAJOR SINCLAIR REORGANISATION TO EXPLOIT SKILLS IN ORIGINAL 
RESEARCH AND NEW PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT. 


IN A RADICAL RESTRUCTURING OF ITS OPERATIONS , SINCLAIR RESEARCH 
LIMITED (SRL? IS TO FORM A NUMBER OF SEPARATE BUSINESSES TO EXPLOIT 


ITS INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS, SEMICONDUCTORS 
AND COMPUTERS. 


A 
THE NEW COMPANIES WILL CAPITALIZE ON SINCLAIR’S PROVEN SKILLS IN 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT TALENTS TQ CREATE A SERIES OF UNIQUE 
PRODUCTS. E 


AS PART OF THE REORGANISATION SRL HAS SOLD ITS HOME COMPUTER 
BUSINESS, INCLUDING ALL CURRENT AND FUTURE MANUFACTURING AND 
MARKETING RIGHTS IN SINCLAIR-BRANDED COMPUTER PRODUCTS, TO AMSTRAD 
CONSUMER ELECTRONICS PLC, WITH WHOM IT WILL MAINTAIN A DIALOGUE ON 
FUTURE POSSIBLE COOPERATION. SRL WILL, HOWEVER CONTINUE WITH ITS 
SUBSTANTIAL COMPUTER RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME INCLUDING 
THE PANDORA PORTABLE, BASED AROUND FLAT SCREEN TECHNOLOGY AND 
VARIOUS LONGER-TERM PROJECTS. 


’WE ARE STRUCTURING OUR NEW ORGANISATION TO PROVIDE THE FRAMEWORK 
AND FLEXIBILITY TO TAKE FULL ADVANTAGE OF OUR UNDOUBTED STRENGTHS 
IN ORIGINAL RESEARCH AND NEW PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT,’ SAID SIR CLIVE 
SINCLAIR. ’EACH SATELLITE BUSINESS WILL BE ABLE TO ATTRACT 
FINANCE, APPROPRIATE PARTNERS AND EXCEPTIONALLY TALENTED 
RESEARCHERS. WE WILL ALSO GO ON BUILDING TEAMS IN OTHER AREAS OF 
TECHNOLOGY AND DEVELOP THEM INTO SELF-FINANCING ENTITIES AS THEY 
REACH MATURITY,’ HE SAID. 


WITH INITIAL SUPPORT FROM BARCLAYS BANK, A NEW COMPANY IS BEING 
FORMED TO DEVELOP INTEGRATED WAFER-SCALE SEMICONDUCTOR PRODUCTS 
BASED ON PROPRIETARY TECHNOLOGY FROM SRL’S METALAB RESEARCH 
FACILITY. PROJECT LEADER IS MALCOLM WILKINSON. 


ADDITIONALLY, A NEW WINCHESTER-BASED BUSINESS DEDICATED TO 
DEVELOPING A SERIES OF INNOVATORY TELECOMMUNICATIONS PRODUCTS HAS 
BEEN FORMED. MICHAEL PYE HAS BEEN MANAGING THE SINCLAIR 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS RESEARCH PROGRAMME FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS. 


IN RESPONSE TO REQUESTS FROM SEVERAL COMPANIES AROUND THE WORLD, 
SRL IS ALSO TO FORM A NEW CAMBRIDGE-BASED CONTRACT RESEARCH 
COMPANY TO MAKE ITS HIGHLY REGARDED R AND D TEAMS AVAILABLE TO 
SELECTED ORGANISATIONS. SIR CLIVE SINCLAIR WILL PERSONALLY 
SUPERVISE THIS OPERATION TOGETHER WITH JIM WESTWOOD , AT PRESENT 
DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH AT SRL. 


SINCLAIR RESEARCH LTD IS TO BECOME THE HOLDING COMPANY FOR ITS 
INTERESTS IN THESE NEW VENTURES. 


So why did Amstrad enter into this arrangement? They have their own 
Z80 machines which are similar to the Spectrum. What they do not have 
are any state of the art 16 or 32 bit machines and we are hoping that 
this is the main reason they wanted to purchase Sinclair Research. We 
sent a telex to Amstrad in England the morning of April 7th (the same 
day we heard about all of this) and the export sales director 
responded via telex within an hour saying no firm decision had been 
made on what to do about the QL here in the States. For us it is 
"business as usual.” Amstrad is watching this market closely. With QL 
sales increasing at a nice clip, we are confident. With Sinclair’s 
proven technology and Amstrad’s proven ability to market product, we 
should see some exciting results in the coming months. 


Sinclair/Amstrad has closed their Boston office, as most of you by now 
should know. They are going to sell the QL through a dealer network 
only- they no longer will sell directly to the end user. This, of 
course, makes sense to us as a dealer. You do not see Atari or 
Commodore selling their computers direct. They have also appointed a 
new master distributor for the States who promises faster service to 


dealers. 


The U.S. distribution of the QL is now being handled by A Plus 
Computer Response in Keene, New Hampshire. Authorized dealers were 
being set up through this new distributor last week and we are happy 
to report we are still an authorized QL dealer. We have placed our 
first order with A Plus and should have it within a week or so. The QL 
will continue to have a 90 day warranty and QL owners will now return 
defective machines or product under warranty directly to the dealer 
they purchased from. There will also be an extended service contract 
available on the machine. We will have more details about this later. 


A Plus has told us they want you the customer to be satisfied. The way 
they plan to achieve this is by having a strong dealer network. They 
plan to process our orders much more quickly and efficiently than 
Sinclair ever did. This means we should not run out of cartridges, 
cables, etc, like we unfortunately did in the past. So, the 
arrangement should be much better for all involved. A Plus will also 
be doing print advertising in some major computer magazines. 


Curry Computer will continue to bring in the best in hardware, 
software, books, magazines, etc. We have a lot of new programs coming 
available this month and next from American programmers. 


We will have an excellent mailmerge program available .shortly. The 
program is very user friendly. All that is required is that you save 
your QLWP documents as _lis files and that you save your database file 
as an export file. To use the mailmerge facility you merely enter the 
field names of the database file as "&fieldname” in your document. We 
will keep you posted when this is ready for sale. 


We will have a grab bag of programs from Robert Schubel in stock very 


soon. One of these programs, LIFE, asks you various questions 
concerning your health, exercise habits, etc. and calculates how long 
you will live. Also included on the same cartridge will be an 


excellent loan calculation program and some others. Write for more 
information. We will also be distributing for Mr. Schubel his SUPER 
CHECKING program. This will include full search facilities, the 
ability to set up various accounts to track certain expenditures, and 
will make full use of the QL’s windowing capabilities. 


FAMILY COMPUTING magazine in the April issue had a "blurb” on 
Timex-Sinclair computers, dealers, etc. The QL is at least mentioned. 
We have written the editor of BYTE magazine asking why they are not 
devoting space or a review to the QL. Perhaps some of you could also 
write your favorite magazine. The QL is definitely a force to be 
reckoned with and hopefully U.S. computer magazines will wake up and 
see this is true. We are beginning to get "non-Sinclair” computer 
people interested in the QL- C64 owners, Apple users, and Atari owners 
are hearing about the QL and are impressed when they see it. 


We have not mentioned our case study concerning our customer file and 
QLDB in awhile so we want to bring you up to date on that. Our 
customer file has over 2000 records now and has been completely 
integrated into our Point of Sale System. We outgrew the Delta 128k 
interface giving us a 256k system and are now using a PCML 256k RAM + 
Disk combo in one office and a Miracle 256k with Cumana disk I/F in 
the other. This gives us a 384k QL of which approximately 330k is 


free (I.C.E. takes a little RAM). We are using a single Teac drive, 
double sided double density which formats 1440 sectors or 720k. We 


will eventually have to upgrade to our Miracle 512k RAM and Cumana 
disk I/F. : 


A single disk holds the database program by Psion, our customer file 
of over 2000 customers, our stock file of over 415 items, the invoice 
file, order file, supplier file, and an item file. We make a backup of 
the invoice and item file at the end of every month and then zero 
these files out for the new month- this saves space on the disk. We 
still have about 450 sectors free. Most of the space is being taken up 
by the customer file. If we have to, we can delete the actual database 


program to give us more space. But, as you can see, your application 
has to be pretty large before a 640k system with a single drive ends 
up being "too small.” By the time we finally run out of room, there 


should be hard disks available supporting 10,20, and 40 mb of storage. 


We have only had 2 System crashes in the three months that the Point 
of Sale has been in operation. In the first, the disk was not in the 
drive and all files were closed so no damage was done. In the second, 
the stock file was open and we had to use the previous day’s stock 
file and maunally re-enter all of the current day's data. What we 
usually do is backup the stockfile every day at noon so if worst comes 
to worst we only lose a half day’s worth of work. 


Eidersoft has finally released their Mouse and we have it on order. 
The Mouse includes I.C.E. and 1.C.E. ART, all bundled together. The 
Mouse plugs into the ROM cartridge port. Those of you who already have 
1.C.E. and want the Mouse will have to send 1.C.E. back for credit 
towards the complete system. We will still offer 1.C.E. alone and will 
accept trade-ins toward the expanded system. The Mouse is a three 
button one-almost identical to the one on the Atari ST and should 
prove a welcome addition to the hardware now available for the QL. 


Another new product we have ¿just received is called Expresso Coppee 
and is a microdrive fast copier. Written in 68000 machine code for 
extra speed it can make a backup of any of the Psion programs in under 
two minutes. The copy speed is independent of the number of files and 
the file size, primarily because it by-passes QDOS file handling and 
accesses the microdrives directly. Cost is $16.95. 


We should have Talent's new release, THE ASSEMBLER WORKBENCH in a few 
weeks. This new offering of theirs will give the Assembly programmer a 
complete set of tools to help write, edit and debug Assembly language 
programs. It is the only program for the QL which offers all the tools 
in a single integrated package. The program contains three main 
modules: a full screen editor, an assembler, and a monitor and 
disassembler . The editor can operate on RAM or disk files. Assembly 
programs can be edited, assembled, executed and debugged in memory 
with no microdrive access. The editor is also suited for programs in 
other languages, i.e. SuperBasic. 


The assembler can operate in a conventional two pass mode or as a one 
line assembler. As well as all the standard features, the monitor 
offers a useful dual screen facility to assist you in debugging 
graphics programs. Other features include: loads and saves to backing 
store, multi-window display, set registers, search, move, fill, 
insert, etc. There is job and channel control, on line help, hex and 


ASCII dumps, break and trace points, and more. This should be a very 
nice program. 


It looks like we finally will be bringing in SINCLAIR QL WORLD. We 
have sent cheques off for both the March and April issues, which will 
cost $4 inclusive, for each monthly issue. However, until we actually 


receive them, please do not send payment- we will accept 
"reservations” so to speak but we want them here first in case there 
are any last minute snags. In fact, the April issue is already sold 


out in England so we will be getting some March, no April, and then 
May. We also are bringing in YOUR COMPUTER magazine every month. 
Hopefully by the May Report we will be telling you we have them in 
stock. The March issue issue is the premier issue and has articles on 
new software, how to hook up an Omni_reader to the QL, and an 
excellent review of Supercharge by Digital Precision. 


As stated, earlier, we now have WAR IN THE EAST in stock. The program 
is very impressive on the QL. You can order either the master 
cartridge and scenario I for $29.95, with scenarios I and II for 
$44.95, or with all three scenarios for $59.95. Scenarios separately 
are $19.95 each. The game is a simulation of the German invasion of 


Russia during World War II. You are in charge of the German forces, 
the computer controls the Russians. The game takes awhile to load and 
has made accomodations for extra memory. When you first boot up it 


asks you if you have expanded memory. You put the master in drive one 
and the scenario disk in drive two. 


When the game loads you are presented with a map showing the German 
forces( tanks, infantry, etc) and the Russian forces. You move each 
"piece” and if you forget which one to move, you can push the space 
bar which causes the current piece to flash momentarily. A window on 
the screen tells you what the piece is (German infantry, tank, 
Rumanian militia, etc) and how many moves you are allowed. Another 
window tells you that you are in the movement phase. If this window 
says "Movement ZC” then you can press ”A” for attack. The manual shows 
the various strengths of the different pieces so you can decide 
whether you will be successful or not. Like in the movement phase, you 
choose a number which corresponds to the direction you want to move 
and then move how ever many moves the computer says you are allowed. 
If you are blocked or do not wish to take the maximum moves allowed, 
you type "N” and go to the next piece. 


Scenario I (Barbarossa) lasts 20 turns or until victory conditions are 
met. This scenario covers the initial invasion of Russia during WWII 
Scenario II deals with the Battle of Stalingrad and covers the second 
summer of the war between Germany and Russia. Falling short of victory 
the summer before, the German army this time tries to defeat the 
Russians by depriving them of their food supplies in the South. 
Scenario 111 deals with the Russian ¡invasion of Germany. Spread thin 
on three fronts, the Germans attempt to prevent the Red Army from 
invading the Fatherland. 


This is an excellent simulation and we are pleased to see a game of 
this caliber and quality come out for the QL here in the States. 
Hopefully this will inspire other programmers in the U.S. to write for 
the machine. Remember we have it in stock now, ready for immediate 
shipment. 


We still are in a back-order situation on our 512k RAMS. The 
manufacturer has informed us the company they have sub-contracted with 
to produce the PCB’s is behind in production. Compounding the problem 
is a severe shortage of 256k Dram chips. Prices are sky-rocketing. We 
apologise and appreciate your patience. We have seen ads in User Group 
magazines for the Delta 128 which is 128k of extra RAM(you get about 
200k free with this) and includes a disk interface. The problem we 
feel with this board is that you cannot expand memory beyond the 
additional 128k. Just make sure if you buy this combo that 200k is all 
you will ever need. 


We tried 256k RAMS by Sandy from England. We were impressed by the ads 
which said you could ”piggy-back” an additional 256k RAM bank onto the 
board to get 512k. It has a through port and is very compact. The 


through port would enable you to connect disk drive interfaces and 
drives, 


Unfortunately, we tested two 256k boards, and two 256k with the 
upgradable 256k banks to give you 512, and after a week packaged up 
everything and sent it back. Dur QL kept crashing every 20 minutes or 
so with the 512. One board would not fit in a QL, and one 256k gave us 
no additional memory at all. We do NOT recommend these boards at all. 
It might be due to U.S. power consumption, faulty design or whatever 
but until we see product that works perfectly on U.S. machines, we 
will not be stocking these. 


We have found it relatively easy to download ASCII files from various 
BBS's using QCODE, the terminal program that comes with the Modapter 
we sell. We open a log file and save it as "mdv2_log lis”. If it is 
just text, for example, then what we do is boot up QUILL, go to the 
FILES command and IMPORT the log_lis file line by line. Once it is in 
QUILL, we then can rework it, edit it, etc. and save it as a QUILL 
document. 


Ve also have experimented with downloading IBM BASIC files to see if 
they run on the QL. Ve signed onto Compuserve one evening and 
downloaded a slot machine program written in Sanyo BASIC. We used a 
beta test version of PC-IMPORT, the program from Minny Electronics 
which converts MS-BASIC syntax to standard SuperBasic syntax. The only 
major difference involved changing the Sanyo "LOCATE 2,10:PRINT” to 
the SuperBasic "AT 2,10:PRINT” which PC-IMPORT did without any 
problem. It takes awhile for the conversion to be done but it is still 
faster than doing it yourself. 


Ve also have a program from QUANTA, the British QL User's group, which 
will let you read any IBM disk on a QL disk drive. You can list the 
directory of the disk, and then view the file, or save it to 
microdrive. MS-BASIC programs then could be run through PC-IMPORT or 
changed manually so you could have a "QL version.” We will be trying 
to convert some IBM public domain software in the coming months and 
make it available on microdrive cartridge. Cost will only involve the 
cartridge and our time . Write for more information. 


Ve are glad to see that Sinclair User Magazine is finally devoting a 
section to the QL entitled QLINK. We have February, March, and April 
issues in stock. In the April issue they review a program we have on 
order and give it their "Sinclair User CLASSIC” award which means it 
is definitely five star material. The program is WANDERER by a French 
software house and we should have it within a couple of weeks. 


The program is a 3D arcade game. You have to wear 3D glasses and the 
effect is supposedly stunning. The plot has you trying to destroy some 
"moggies” before they destroy everything in the universe, You must 
gamble at the tables and try and blow up the ships of the moggies. We 
will review this game next month but wanted to give you this advance 
information on it. Sinclair User does not give their CLASSIC awards 
out lightly so we are expecting this to be a very, very good game. 


Harry Raikes wants to thank everyone who helped him with a cable for 
his Sears RGB/TV monitor. If anyone out there knows what the control 
codes are to let a Legend 880 print compressed from within ABACUS, 
please send them to us. We have some people interested. Also, we would 
appreciate any information anyone has on graphics and the Legend 880. 
Some people are having trouble using this printer with EASEL. 


We hope to have an interview in next month’s issue, With all that has 
been happening with Sinclair recently we felt it was more important to 
bring you up to date on news . Next month we will review WANDERER. We 
also will have statistics on more benchmark prograns and will run some 
of them through SUPERCHARGE and compare differences in speed. We ran 
one "program that took over forty-five minutes to execute so it will be 
very interesting to sell how long it takes once it is compiled with 
SUPERCHARGE. 
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